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AT T H E I N N
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017 was a year of consolidation for
the Good Samaritan Foundation. We
continued to grow our supporter base,
scope of support offered to ministries and
made connections with an increasing network
of friends of the Good Sams.
2017 was also a year of Chapter for the
Congregation and we welcomed a new
Leadership team of Sr Patty Fawkner as
Congregational Leader with Council members
Srs Veronica McCluskie, Marella Rebgetz,
Meg Kahler and Catherine McCahill.
We continue to be delighted and thankful
for the generosity of schools and individual
donors who help us support important Good
Samaritan ministries in Australia and in the
Pacific. We are also grateful to our corporate
supporters including Carroll & O’Dea
Lawyers, W.N. Bull Funerals, Catholic Church
Insurance and Pitcher Partners.
It is wonderful to see our ministries continuing
to flourish. Each year we are now providing
over 1500 bed-nights of accommodation,
scholarships for almost 300 children and our
feeding programs serve more than 80,000
meals to children living in poverty.
I acknowledge the wonderful work of our
Board of Directors and the sisters, staff and
many volunteers who help bring this Good
Sams’ vision to fruition.
All around us we see the spirit of the Good
Samaritan blossoming. We give thanks to
all those who nurture this in their many and
diverse ways.

Sr Clare Condon SGS
Board Chair
Sisters of the Good Samaritan Foundation
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ood Samaritan Inn in Melbourne
has provided welcoming, short
term and crisis accommodation
to women and children escaping family
violence and homelessness for more
than 20 years.
Despite enormous demand,
limited funds have meant that
accommodation has only been
available from Monday to Thursday,
with guests required to leave on a
Friday morning – often returning to
isolated motels, or even worse, an
unsafe home.
We are delighted to announce that
as of late 2017, Good Samaritan Inn
is now open to women and children
every day and every night of the
year. This is a wonderful milestone
and we are grateful to the Victorian
Government and many generous
donors and supporters who have
made this possible.
In the last financial year, Good
Samaritan Inn supported 229 women

Good Samaritan Inn
is now open to women
and children every
day and every night
of the year.

and 274 children, keeping them safe
and providing a home during the most
difficult times in their lives.
In 2017 Good Samaritan Inn also
started ‘The Regenerate program’ in
partnership with Adventure Works.
This exciting project is a combination
of wilderness programs, recreational
programs, and therapeutic adventurebased camps for families who have
experienced the trauma of family
violence and are on the pathway of
recovery.

GR ANT S ENABLE S TUDENT S TO

Helping young mothers
and their children who
are homeless or at risk
of homelessness.

A H EL PF U L
‘ HAND -UP ’
F O R YO U N G M U M S

R E AC H ED U C AT I O N
G OA L S

T

he Good Samaritan Foundation Education Grants program
has been running annually since 2015. Since then, 25
students have been supported with over $75,000 in grants
awarded. During 2016 and 2017, grant recipients came from
circumstances that included family violence, parental illness,
recent arrival as a refugee and serious illness.

Happy mum and bub at
Good Sam Housing

G

ood Samaritan Housing, Brisbane provides supported
accommodation for young mothers and their children
who are homeless, or at risk of homelessness. More than
1,000 bed nights of accommodation was provided in 2017.
A program highlight over the last 12 months was a
workshop with a community artist, engaging mums and
children in designing and painting murals to brighten up the
common gathering space.
The local Goodstart Early Learning Centre continues to
support Good Samaritan Housing programs by providing
childcare for the toddlers when mums have appointments
or engage in workshops. The children enjoy safe play on
new equipment constructed on site and funded by a local
community group. Thanks to the generous support of staff,
volunteers and donors, including the Good Sams Foundation,
Good Samaritan Housing is providing a ‘Hand up, not a Hand
out’ to the young mums and toddlers in residence.

Students attending Good Samaritan Colleges can apply
for the grants from term 3. We are now also supporting a
small number of indigenous students through the WA Rural
Outreach program.

W H AT O U R G R A N T S
MEAN TO STUDENTS
“I have a very ill step
mother… attaining this
scholarship will allow me to
stay at school and will keep
me focused on my goals.”
“The grant has allowed me to
continue at the College.”
“Wearing the senior college
uniform, I now feel part of
the community. It has also
taken immense pressure off
my family.”

MEDIC AL HELP FOR REFUGEES AND

A S Y LU M SEEK ER S
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n 2017, support from our donors allowed the Good Samaritan Foundation
to provide a grant to assist refugees and asylum seekers in Western Sydney
with essential medical costs. This included support for a group of men who
had previously been detained on Manus Island and transferred to Australia
for medical treatment.
Good Samaritan Sister Sarah Puls said many of these men have significant
health needs including the impact of injuries suffered while in detention
and mental health effects of torture and trauma in their countries of origin.

“Many have been left with no support and no access to funding for
medication costs. It has been wonderful to know that we now have a fund
dedicated to health and medical costs so we can assure
these men that they will not be cut off
from the medicines they need,”
we now have
Sr Sarah said.
“It is wonderful that

a fund
l
d medica costs.”
dedicated to health an
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PH I L I PPI N E S

isters in the Philippines are busy
managing a range of ministries in
support of people living in poverty in the
city of Bacolod, Negros Island.
There are the two main locations for the
Sisters’ work. The Good Samaritan Kinder
School offers a pre-school program,
providing a sound start to schooling and
a nutritious meal each day. A total of 120
children attend the morning and afternoon
programs each day.
The Good Samaritan Outreach Centre runs
programs to develop livelihood skills for local
women. The Centre also provides a daily
feeding program for children in the squatter
areas of the city, delivering over 250 meals daily.
The Sisters also provide a number of
scholarships to cover basic costs of schooling
for children in early primary years and on
entering high school and this year will also
provide support for tertiary students.

ABOUT OUR MINIS TRY IN
BACOLOD

Education has the power to transform lives
and Sisters of the Good Samaritan are
grateful to the many donors and supporters
who share this vision and through their
support make this possible!

•	Provides more than 80,000
meals to children in Bacolod
each year.

From top: Kinder school students; Srs Anne and
Grace at work

•	Started by Japanese Sisters
of the Good Samaritan over
25 years ago.

•	Enables 150 scholarships for
students to attend primary,
secondary and tertiary
education.
•	Continues to be generously
supported by donors in
Australia, Japan and locally.

Typical
Kiribati
building
style; Early
Childhood
Centre
students

D R E A M S TA K E S H A P E I N

K I R I B AT I
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he Sisters of the Good Samaritan have had a presence in the
Pacific nation of Kiribati for more than 25 years. For some time,
the Sisters and local community in Abaokoro have dreamt of
having additional spaces for teaching, storage and office spaces at
the Sisters’ Good Samaritan Early Childhood Centre.

Building in Kiribati is challenging and relatively slow as building
materials must be shipped from Australia or New Zealand.
Community consultation throughout the process is also
essential. The hope is that substantial progress on the project
will take place during 2018 as the plans are developed and
contracts let for materials and building works.

Gradually, this dream is taking shape with the significant support
of Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Parish Bulimba, Catholic schools Your continued support of this project is much appreciated
by the Sisters in Kiribati and the children of the Abaokoro
and other donors who have conducted significant fundraising of
more than $70,000 towards construction of a new school building. area.

Santa Teresa artists
at work

S A N TA T E R E S A S T O R Y T O R E A C H

T H E B I G S C R EEN
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t’s been a busy start to the year at Santa Teresa
with many orders coming in for the beautifully
painted crosses and silks. These sales are an
important source of income for the local women
and also represent a unique opportunity for
sharing culture and knowledge.
In April, the community hosted a film crew who
are working on a film called ‘Throwing Prayers
to the Wind,’ which tells the story of Santa
Teresa community with a focus on narratives
of healing and reconciliation. We look forward
to seeing the film reach the big screen!

G R AT I T U D E
FOR SUPPORT OF E A S T TIMOR SCHOL AR SHIPS

E

ast Timor is a young nation to
Australia’s north. It has one of the
youngest populations in the world
with about 45% of the people aged
under 15! The adult literacy rate sits just
above 50%.
Sisters of the Good Samaritan have
had a relationship with the people
of the mountainous area of Railaco,
north of the capital Dili, for more than
17 years.

Sr Rita
with recent
scholarship
recipients

HOW CAN YOU HELP?
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n 2017 more than $400,000 was
raised by supporters of the Sisters
of Good Samaritan Foundation.
In the hands of the Sisters and
those who work alongside them,
these funds will make an enormous
difference to the lives of women and
children in need.
There are many ways you can
support us and help these works
continue, including by making a one-

Sr Rita Hayes has recently returned
to Melbourne from one of her regular
visits to Railaco where she awarded
education scholarships to more than
100 young people studying courses
such as teaching, engineering and
health care.

Sr Rita said as the list of graduands
grows so does her gratitude to
everyone who contributes with such
great generosity to the scholarship
program.
“Every one of you is not only giving
individual students and their
families a better chance in life but
you are actively helping to develop
a new nation. On behalf of all these
beneficiaries I thank you most
sincerely.”

Education is one of the biggest
challenges for East Timor.

off or regular donation, volunteering,
organising a fundraiser, including a
gift to the Foundation in your will or
sharing this newsletter with others
who may be interested in hearing
about the Sisters’ work.

2 Avenue RD GLEBE NSW 2037
PO Box 1076 GLEBE NSW 2037
Tel 02 8752 5313

If you would like to know more,
please get in touch with us – we
would love to hear from you.

ABN 54169799606

Thank you kindly for your support!
Sisters of the Good Samaritan Foundation
info@goodsamsfoundation.org.au
www. goodsamsfoundation.org.au

The Sisters of the Good Samaritan Foundation is
a registered charity and a deductible gift recipient
(DGR 1.) Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

